											Annex F


University credit framework

In the light of guidance circulated to departments, the assumption is made that the letter prefixes in Loughborough University module codes (F, A, B, C, D, P) represent credit levels as follows:

F	level 3
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
A	level 4
B	level 5
C	level 6
D/P	level 7

The LUSI system automatically assigns the credit level corresponding to the letter prefix when a module is created.  

It is recommended that the NICATS credit level descriptors (now known as the England, Wales and Northern Ireland (EWNI) generic credit level descriptors) should be used as a basis for assigning modules to credit levels (Appendix 1).

The assignment of modules to credit levels was introduced as the first step in aligning Loughborough’s credit framework with the national credit framework and guidance on the use of credit in higher education in England issued in the wake of the Burgess Report.  

The second step in this process was the approval by LTC and Senate in November 2008 of a document setting out in tabular form the credit values of Loughborough University awards (Appendix 2).  This closely mirrors the table included in the national Higher Education Credit Framework for England document[footnoteRef:1], setting out the credit values typically associated with the design of programmes leading to the main qualifications in England.  All institutions were encouraged to implement the credit arrangements as summarised in that table by the start of the academic year 2009/10, and to include the credits associated with their programmes in the descriptions of each of the programmes which they offer. [1:  Higher Education Credit Framework for England: guidance on academic credit arrangements in higher education in England, August 2008 is available at
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/england/credit/default.asp ] 


It is emphasised that these tables (both national and institutional) set out the credit values designed into programme structures – describing the body of learning students are expected to study - not the credits that individual students must achieve for the completion of awards.  University award regulations, specifying the number of credits to be achieved for progression and the award of qualifications, have not been changed.  

Departments are asked to ensure that any necessary adjustments to existing programmes to bring them into line with the table set out in Appendix 2 are made during the 2011 update process and written into programme regulations for 2011/12.  The column in the table headed ‘Normal minimum credits at the level of the qualification’ purposely allows some scope for exemptions. Exemptions for existing programmes were agreed in 2009.  


